Power: Introductory Activity

Look at the people listed below. Who has the most power? Rank each person from 1-8, with 1 being the person who has the most power, and 8 being the person with the least power. 

_____ A convicted felon

_____ The felon’s father
_____ Prison guards

_____ A judge

_____ Jury members

_____ A mom

_____ A 12 year old girl

_____ A police officer

Write several sentences defending/explaining your choices. 

Now compare your rankings with a partner and explain your choices. Did you come up with the same order? Different? What criteria did you use to make your choices?

Now read the scenario below. 

Jose, a police officer, often visits his wife during his afternoon break. She works at a busy café near the police station, and she’ll usually set aside a free sandwich or treat for her husband so he doesn’t have to wait in line. Their twelve-year-old daughter comes over after school and works on her homework in the café until her mom finishes her shift.
One day, Bill, who was recently released early for good behavior after being convicted of drug charges, bursts into the cafe. He waves a gun and demands money. In the ensuing chaos, the gun goes off and hits Jose in the head. He dies immediately. 
Bill is taken into custody. The twelve-year-old girl is the only direct eye witness. She claims her father’s death was no accident—she saw Bill aim the gun directly at Jose and fire. 

During the trial, Bill’s dad is called to testify. He blames the legal system for this tragedy. He claims his son should never have been released early from prison because his son never received the proper treatment or counseling necessary to break his drug habit.  
Look at the list again. Who has more power in this situation? Rank each person from 1-8, with 1 being the person who has the most power, and 8 being the person with the least power.
_____ Bill (a convicted felon)
_____ Bill’s dad (the felon’s father)
_____ Prison guards

_____ The judge assigned to the case
_____ Jury members on the case
_____ Jose’s wife (the mom)
_____ Jose’s daughter (the 12 year old girl)
_____ Jose (the police officer)

Write several sentences defending/explaining your choices. 

Compare your first and second rankings. What’s the same? What’s different? Explain why you made the changes you made.  
Now share with the same partner again and compare your new rankings. Did you come up with the same order? Different? What criteria did you use to make your choices this time?
